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Case study: Shoreditch Works
has designs on sustainability

By David Parsley | 30 Jul 2025

Nestled between the City of London and the East End lies a 3.5-acre site assembled over
five decades where developer Linea Properties intends to create one of the capital’s
most sustainable mixed-use schemes.

Linea, a joint venture between HDG and the Estate
Office Shoreditch, is awaiting planning approval
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from Hackney Council for its Shoreditch Works

project on the southern part of the South Shoreditch

Conservation Area.
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The project, which has a gross development value of
: — £800m, would transform the site — a mixture of

Shoreditch Works. Credit: WAX . . . . o

historic warehouse and residential buildings and

lower-quality post-war infill located within an urban
block that is currently entirely closed to the public - into a business hub.

It would include more than 860,000 sq ft of workspace and residential areas, plus community
facilities, artist studios and research spaces. The scheme is also designed to provide wider social
and economic benefits.

Charlie Hammond, head of real estate at HDG, says: “Drawing on the project’s mission of ‘local roots
global impact), Linea Properties’ Shoreditch Works redevelopment will transform an underutilised
1.4ha site [circa 3.5 acres] into a destination that uniquely brings the commercial, the creative and
the community together and will deliver long-term benefits to a diverse range of stakeholders.

“The legacy of the project will be judged not by its physical footprint but by the partnerships it
facilitates and the good growth the project will unlock.”

Linea plans to achieve this partly through the creation of what it calls London’s first regenerative
business hub, which it describes as “a place where companies and organisations of all sizes come
together to do business in a way that has a positive impact on the environment, the business sector
and society”.



The company says it aims to ensure an impactful legacy through its holistic approach to planning
and executing the development, which integrates ecological diversity, social value, inclusive growth

and cultural vibrancy objectives.

Andrew Gregson, founder of Green Lab, which is working with the project on its environmental
credentials, adds: “Our approach embraces circular economy principles: eliminating waste and
pollution, keeping buildings and materials in continuous use and supporting natural systems.”

The project’s broader community partnership approach has involved local and strategic groups in
actively shaping both the physical design and operational strategy.

In response to the site’s position within London’s tech cluster, the development increases density

through strategic additions that respect the surrounding roofline and urban grain.

Stepped rooftops ensure the scheme integrates with neighbouring properties, while roof gardens

provide outdoor amenity space and improve biodiversity.

Chris Hill, director of the scheme’s architect Kohn Pedersen Fox (KPF), says the design preserves
heritage, embodied carbon and global resources, ‘creating a mix of scales, uses, activities,

innovation and economic growth, and doing so with relevant social and community purpose”.

Shoreditch Works key facts

e Gross development value circa £800m

e 3.5 acres

e 11 separate buildings

e 865,000 sq ft of new-build and modernised office space

e 40,000 sq ft of affordable workspace provision to include the green investment and
research-focused Shoreditch Works Innovation Centre laboratory and prototyping
space, as well as maker, exhibition and artist studio spaces, in collaboration with arts
education charity ACAVA (Association for Cultural Advancement through Visual Art)
and the Crafts Council

e 8,800 sq ft of new flexible community event space

e 78 homes (double the existing number), including affordable housing for the first
time at 35%

e Accommodation for over 6,000 business, research and creative sector jobs
e One acre of new public realm

e Commitment to net zero carbon including targeting BREEAM ‘Outstanding’ and
NABERS UK 5 to 5.5 stars

e Retention and restoration of all heritage buildings, including the grade II*listed 91-
101 Worship Street and listed Webb Terrace




